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1. DEFENSE MINISTER WEIZMAN TELEPHONED ME AT 2020 HOURS 
LOCAL FROM THE PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE IN JERUSALEM. HE 
SAID THE CABINET DEFENSE COMMITTEE HAD JUST FINISHED ITS 
DELIBERATIONS AND HAD AGREED TO A WITHDRAWAL OE ISRAELI 
FORCES FROM SOUTHERN LEBANON COMMENCING TOMORROW 
MORNING, SUNDAY, SEPT 25. THE WITHDRAWAL IS TO BE 
COMPLETED NO LATER THAN 1000 HOURS LOCAL. WEIZMAN SAID 
IF WE CAN OBTAIN A GOL ACCEPTANCE TO THE ISRAELI 
PROPOSAL (SEE PARA 3 BELOW) TONIGHT, HE CAN HAVE ALL 

HIS FORCES OUT BY 0800 TO 0900 HOURS LOCAL. HE THEN 

HAD HIS AIDE READ TO ME THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT AGREED 

TO BY THE CABINET DEEENSE COMMITTEE: 

2. QUOTE THE PRIME MINISTER ACKNOWLEDGES RECEIPT OF 
THE PRESIDENT'S LETTER DATED 24 SEPTEMBER, 1977 AND 
WILL RESPOND TO IT IN DETAIL WITHIN THE NEXT FEW DAYS. 

"THE LETTER WAS HANDED TO THE PRIME MINISTER BY 
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CHARGE' D'AFFAIRES VIETS ON SATURDAY AT 10:00 AM. AT 
1900 HOURS AN EXTRAORDINARY SESSION OE THE MINISTERIAL 
DEFENSE COMMITTEE WAS CONVENED IN ORDER TO TAKE 
A DECISION. AROUND 1600, MR. VIETS HAD BEEN KIND 
ENOUGH TO CALL THE PRIME MINISTER AND COMMUNICATE TO 
HIM THE LATEST MESSAGE EROM BEIRUT CONTAINING THE 
PROPOSALS OF THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT. 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


"THE DEFENSE COMITTEE, ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF ISRAEL, TOOK THE FOLLOWING DECISION: 

"A. WE RELY ON THE PRESIDENT'S PROMISE CONTAINED 
IN HIS PERSONAL LETTER TO THE PRIME MINISTER TO 
THE EFFECT: WE WILL CONTINUE TO MAKE FORCEFUL AND 
INTENSIVE EFFORTS WITH THE LEBANESE AND THE SYRIANS 
TO ASSURE THAT PALESTIAN FORCES IN THE SOUTH IMMEDIATELY 
AGREE TO AND COOPERATE WITH THE CEASEFIRE (AND) NOT 
TAKE MILITARY ADVANTAGE OF THE ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL.' 

"WE ACCEPT THE PROPOSALS OF THE LEBANESE GOVERN- 
MENT TO THE EFFECT: 

"I. THE CEASEFIRE WILL COME INTO EFFECT IMMEDIATELY 
AFTER THE WITHDRAWAL OF ISRAELI FORCES FROM SOUTH 
LEBANON. 

"II. NO ATTEMPT WILL BE MADE TO CHANGE THE 
SITUATION ON THE GROUND. 

"III. THERE WILL BE NO MORE ATTACKS ON ISRAELI 
TERRITORY FROM LEBANESE TERRITORY. 

"IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE ABOVE, INSTRUCTIONS HAVE 
BEEN GIVEN FOR THE WITHDRAWAL OF ISRAELI FORCES FROM 
LEBANESE TERRITORY TO BE COMPLETED AROUND 10:00 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 1977. 

"WE EXPECT AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF ACCEPTANCE BY 
THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT. 

"WITH THE ENTRY INTO EFFECT OF THE CEASEFIRE, 
NEGOTIATIONS WILL START ON A PERMANENT ARRANGEMENT TO 
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ESTABLISH PEACEFUL CONDITIONS IN SOUTHERN LEBANON 
AND ON THE NORTHERN BORDER OF ISRAEL. 

"WE SHALL STAND BY OUR DEMAND THAT ALL PLO UNITS 
WITHDRAW TO THE NORTH OF THE LITANI RIVER. UNQUOTE 

3. WEIZMAN THEN CAME BACK ON THE PHONE. I ASKED HIM 
IF THE FINAL SENTENCE OF THE CABINET STATEMENT 
WAS CONDITIONAL TO THE CEASEFIRE. HE REPLIED ABSOLUTELY 
NOT. IT WAS MERELY A STATEMENT FOR THE RECORD OF GOI 
POLICY AND IN NO WAY WAS LINKED TO THE CEASEFIRE. THE 
GOL DID NOT RPT NOT NEED TO AGREE TO IT (OR EVEN KNOW 
OF IT) PRIOR TO THE CEASEFIRE. 

4. 1 ASKED FOR RE-CONFIRMATION THAT THERE WILL BE NO 
PUBLICITY CONCERNING ANNOUNCEMENT OF A CEASE-FIRE. HE 
SAID THERE WILL BE NO ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE GOL 

5. PER VELIOTES TELECON REQUEST, I RAISED SUBJECT OF 
PLIGHT OF AMERICAN AND FRENCH UN OBSERVERS UNDER 
SIEGE AT UN OUTPOST NEAR KHIAM. WEIZMAN SAID HE 
WOULD IMMEDIATELY ORDER NORTHERN AREA COMMANDER TO 
HAVE ARTILLERY FIRE IN THAT VICINITY SUBSTANTIALLY 
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REDUCED AND THAT SIMILAR REQUEST WOULD BE PASSED TO 
CHRISTIAN EORCES. HE ASKED THAT WE INEORM THE UN IN 
NEW YORK NOT TO WORRY, THAT IF ALL WENT WELL HE PROMISED 
THE TWO MEN A SWIM IN LAKE TIBERIAS BY TOMORROW AETER- 
NOON. 

6. PRIME MINISTER BEGIN THEN CAME ON THE POHONE TO 
EXPRESS HIS PERSONAL GRATITUDE FOR OUR ASSISTANCE IN 
ARRANGING THE CEASEEIRE. HE SAID HE WOULD BE "ETERNALLY 
GRATEEUL EOR THE EEFORTS OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT" IN ITS 
EEEORTS TO BRING TRANQUILITY TO THIS REGION OE THE WORLD. 
HE ASKED THAT THE PRESIDENT BE INFORMED HE WOULD BE 
RESPONDING TO HIS LETTER IN THE NEXT EEW DAYS. MEAN- 
WHILE, HE WISHED TO THANK SECRETARY VANCE EOR CONVEYING 
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TO THE PRESIDENT HIS MESSAGE CONTAINED IN TEL AVIV 7195 

7. WEIZMAN RETURNED TO THE PHONE AND ASKED ME TO CALL 
HIM AS SOON AS WE RECEIVE ANY WORD EROM BEIRUT RELATIVE 
TO LEBANESE ACCEPTANCE. HE REITERATED HIS HOPE THAT WE 
COULD HAVE WORD EARLY TONIGHT SO THAT WITHDRAWAL 
OPERATIONS COULD MOVE AHEAD WITHOUT DELAY. 

VIETS 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ARMISTICE, AGREEMENTS, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, MUTUAL FORCE WITHDRAWALS, CAT-B 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 24-Sep-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977TELAV07199 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: EXDIS TREAT AS NODIS 
Executive Order: GS 
Errors: N/A 
Expiration: 

Film Number: P8501 06-2201 

Format: TEL 
From: TEL AVIV 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770925/aaaaauoa.tel 

Line Count: 144 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: d0cd2a3e-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NODS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS, EXDIS 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS, EXDIS 
Reference: 77 TEL AVIV 7195, 77 BEIRUT 4724 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 -Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 

SAS ID: 1142541 

Secure: OPEN 

Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SOUTH LEBANON 

TAGS: PBOR, MOPS, MILI, IS, LE, US, PLO 

To: STATE BEIRUT MULTIPLE 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/d0cd2a3e-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



